Welcome To 
Christ Church Nursery

Purpose and aims of the early years foundation stage.
Every child deserves the best possible start in life and support to fulfil their potential. A child’s experience in the early years has a major impact on their future life chances. 

A secure, safe and happy childhood is important in its own right.  It provides the foundation for children to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up. When parents choose to use early years services they want to know that provision will keep their children safe and help them to thrive. The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is the framework that provides that assurance.

The Early Years Foundation Stage 

The Foundation Stage Curriculum is divided into six areas of learning. 

·  Personal, Social and Emotional Development
·  Communication, language and literacy

·  Problem Solving, Reasoning and Numeracy.
·  Knowledge and Understanding of the World.

·  Creative Development

·  Physical Development

All areas of learning are equally important 

The goal at the end of the foundation stage is broadly educated children who develop confidence, social and emotional competence, independence and motivation. 

The foundation stage is underpinned by some important messages:

· Children learn in different ways.

· Activities should provide frequent first hand experience and be practical in nature;

· Children needs opportunities to pursue learning at length and in depth;

· Children need to be active

· Importance of working closely with parents. 

Play is important and should be a key element of learning.

It gives the children the opportunity to make sense of their experiences, to explore and practise the things they have learned. 

The Nursery
The Nursery is part of the Early Years Foundation Stage Unit along with the Reception class.  We have a shared art area and a large outdoor garden.

The Nursery is staffed by the Nursery Teacher and a full time Nursery Nurse.

Staff 

Nursery Teacher                                      Nursery Nurse 

Miss Gill Stokes                                        Martha Bain 

The Nursery session involves registration, structured activities inside and outside, and a story or circle time.  Children have free access to fruit, water and milk.
Visits to the Nursery 

Your child will be allocated one visit day where you and your child can familiarize yourselves with the setting and the routine. The following day will be your child's start day and only if your child is happy to be left, they will start Nursery on that day.
Speaking to Staff 
Please feel free to approach the Nursery staff if you or your child has any questions or concerns.

We also carry out parent consultations in the summer term. This is for the Nursery staff to discuss your child’s progress with you.
Clothing

An Early Years Curriculum provides the children with opportunities for exploration and independent learning.  All children will be encouraged to wear a long sleeved apron which is provided. However, accidents do happen therefore we suggest that your child does not wear their best clothes. 

Clothes which they can manage easily are ideal. Please make sure your child has a named coat to wear outdoors.

Voluntary Contribution 

In order for us to provide your child with a range of learning opportunities we would be grateful for a voluntary contribution of £6 a term. This will help us to buy resources which will need to be purchased on a weekly basis such as, cooking ingredients. This can be paid, if desired, in full at the beginning of each term.  

Our lending library 
In the nursery we want to encourage a love of books as the starting point of learning to read. As part of our nursery curriculum we have a lending library. Each week a book can be borrowed for you to read and share with your child. For a small cost of £3 your child will be provided with a nursery book bag for them to carry their book home.

School Newsletter
A weekly newsletter is issued each Thursday to parents. This will be sent home via the eldest child attending the school in each family. The newsletter contains important information regarding forthcoming events during each term and items of news regarding the life of the school.

Friends of Christ Church School
The school has a very active Parent, Teacher and Friends Association which over the years has been of great benefit socially and financially. All parents are automatically members of the Association, the Annual General Meeting of which is held in September.

Elected officers and committee members will be notified to parents following this meeting.

Many events are organised by the 'Friends' throughout the year and purchases made by them for the school.

We would love to hear from you if you have any of the following:-

·  A spare hour to help at an event.

·  Fund raising skills.

·  Special Talents.

·  Baking Skills.

·  or would like to be a representative for the nursery

Choosing your child’s next school
If your child has been offered a place at Christ Church Nursery School this does not mean that they automatically have a place within the main school.
Therefore once your child has started Nursery it is now time for you to consider which school you wish your child to attend and fill in the appropriate admissions forms.  If one of your choices is Christ Church Primary School you will need to fill in the appropriate admissions forms for the main school.

Dietary Restrictions
As part of our Early Years’ Curriculum we include cooking and food tasting which links in with our planning for the week or term.  The tasting of such foods is voluntary and your child chooses at the time whether s/he wishes to participate.
We are also supplied small cartons of milk free of charge in the Nursery and the Reception classes.

Therefore, we would be grateful if you could complete the form below acknowledging any allergies or dietary restrictions your child may have.  

Importantly, please specify if you know that your child suffers from nut allergies. Due to the severe symptoms of those who suffer from nut allergies, no foods containing nuts or nut derivatives (including the packets that have previously contained a form of nut within) are allowed in the nursery. You will be required to supply us with the medication procedures for this on the medical form with your admissions form.

Please remember, if you have not specified a dislike as being an allergy we will not force your child to try it.  It will be voluntary.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
I agree to _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _(child’s name) taking part in food tasting.  

My child _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _is able to drink a carton of milk during the nursery session if s/he wishes.

My child _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ is allergic to/cannot eat foods listed below:

    Signed _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ (Parent/Guardian) Date  
















