AIMS VISION AND VALUES
The school seeks to provide a broad, balanced, well-rounded education within a Christian context. The school has strong links with Christ Church High Barnet and members of the church community, who are well represented on the Governing Body.

The school community to which we all aspire, and which we are all striving continuously to create is reflected in the following distinctive aims:

· To live out all that it means to serve God as a truly Christian community, while respecting the rights and beliefs of those who see the world from another perspective.

· To make learning a way of life for all.  

· To build independence, self-discipline and motivation and the ability to make healthy choices.   

· To develop a community where every individual knows that they matter and that their contribution counts.

Our Vision:

Christ Church School, in partnership with parents and carers, will provide the highest possible academic and personal standards for all our pupils through a Christian-centred education.  Excellence will be pursued in every aspect of school life.  Our vision is encapsulated by the following statements:

· All children will be inspired to develop high and achievable expectations of themselves.

· They will be encouraged to demonstrate growing independence and self-discipline.

· They will be motivated to seize the broad range of opportunities for learning that are on offer across the curriculum.    

· They will be helped to recognise and exploit their strengths, and be given every support in those areas of the curriculum that they find more challenging. 

· New technologies will be exploited wherever applicable to add stimulus and excitement to the learning experience.  Information and communications technology will be fully integrated into all that we do.

· The school will provide a wealth of diverse learning opportunities, especially in the expressive arts where every child will be offered an opportunity to learn a musical instrument.  There will be a school choir and a school orchestra.  All pupils will be encouraged to take active roles in art and drama.

· The school will offer regular educational learning trips and additional extra-curricular activities to reinforce the formal learning process in interesting and engaging ways.

· Sport and physical education will play key roles in the curriculum, to help establish physical activity as a natural element in every pupil’s day-to-day life.  Participation in team games will be encouraged.   

· The extensive grounds and our rural setting will be fully utilised to promote learning.

· The school will be equipped and resourced to the highest possible standards.  Working with families and the Church community, we will actively participate in fund-raising efforts to help meet this goal.

· There will be an emphasis on constant improvement at every level, and all involved at the school, from teachers to governors, will be expected to commit to their own lifelong learning in order to make the maximum contribution to school life.  

· Team working will be key to the management of the school, and a number of teams including teachers and teaching assistants, governors, administrators, meal-time supervisors, local authority representatives, parents and carers will work harmoniously and supportively to improve school performance.

Christ Church School will be an exhilarating place to learn. The stimulating atmosphere will be felt by all at the school, whether teaching or learning.  The exciting educational experience to look forward to on each and every day of the school year will provide a sound foundation for our children to embrace a lifetime of learning with enthusiasm.  

Our Values:

Christian values form the foundation of all we do at Christ Church School, and permeate all the school’s activities and practices.  The school subscribes to the (Trinitarian) Christian belief in God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Jesus, when asked what the greatest commandment was, replied “‘The Lord our God is the only Lord.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and with all your strength’.  The second most important commandment is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself’.  There is no commandment more important than these two.” (Mark 12:29-31, GNB)

· Christianity is taught with commitment and enthusiasm through the formal curriculum, and through a daily act of worship attended by the school community.

· Every child matters, whatever their strengths and weaknesses and whatever their race, colour or creed.  They will each be inspired and helped to give of their best, and every child’s contribution will be acknowledged.

· We encourage mutual respect between all and the desire to live out all that it means to serve God as a truly Christian community. This will include respecting the rights and beliefs of those who see the world from other perspectives and working to develop mutual understanding, co-operation and positive appreciation of diversity within all levels of our community.

· Our respect for each other will extend to the world around us, and care for the environment will be reflected through the curriculum and also through the school’s practices and customs, including travel, waste disposal and energy consumption. 

· We will guide our children towards a healthy lifestyle, ensuring the availability of appealing but nutritious school meals and regular exercise.

· Discipline will be exercised firmly but calmly, ensuring that those who display inappropriate behaviour are properly cautioned, and motivated to develop self-discipline and respect for others.

Christ Church will seek actively to be a friendly and inclusive school providing an orderly, calm, and harmonious environment in which each child can feel part of the Christ Church family.  It will be a secure place to learn, with our single-form intake providing a family atmosphere in which our children will be able to proceed with self-confidence as they take further steps into the wider world.

